Your Sunday Bulletin for September 13th, 20th, 27th, & October 4th
Dear people of St. Peter’s,
It has been six months since the last time we all gathered inside our Church building to celebrate the Holy
Eucharist together. I remember writing to you after those initial few weeks that we should prepare
ourselves for the reality that we are facing a marathon, not a sprint. (I wish I had been wrong about that.)
How do we prepare for a marathon? By practicing! Specifically, I want to challenge you to keep practicing
your faith. Sometimes that simply means one foot in front of the other. Other times you may need to dig a
little deeper, and tap some unknown reserve of strength you didn’t know that you had.
This is how St. Paul described it to the congregation in Rome. “We boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope
does not disappoint us, because God’s love has (already) been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has (already) been given to us. (Romans 5:3-5)
I added the understood, but unwritten word ‘already’ to emphasize that we have been given what we need—the
love of God. And, if we practice our faith in God’s love, we will build the endurance, character, and
hope that we need to get through this.
Let me also remind you that is easier to run a marathon together, not alone. When we follow the example
of the first disciples (whose world was turned upside down even worse than ours), we will find strength by
continuing in their teachings about Jesus, in fellowship with one another (even if online, by telephone, by
mail or email, or socially distanced in person), by worship and by prayer.
I saw this truth reflected in nature last month at the South Carolina coast. I delighted in seeing pelicans
flying in formation, taking turns to lead and also to follow, and draft off of the leadership of other birds.
Flying together in sync and calling out to one another is part of how they persevere on lengthy flights.

It’s September—a time of ‘new beginnings’ in the cycle of our lives, even if we are no longer students. If
you have fallen out of sync with us during the summer or have yet to find ways to connect with our flock
online or at our outdoor liturgies in Segars’ Pavilion, I hope you will choose to make a new beginning this
month! Join us as we pray, worship, give, and serve in Christ’s name.
Some clergy want to emphasize how much you need the Church. I’m a bit of a contrarian. I want to
emphasize how much the Church needs you. We—St. Peter’s—need you on this marathon with us.
The pages at the back of this bulletin contain details about how you can connect (or re-connect) with us in
worship, prayer, Christian education, giving, and service. You are one phone call or computer click away
from helping us all to run with perseverance the race that is set before us. You already have the love of
God in your heart. You already have fellow pilgrims by your side. Let’s press on!
God bless you,
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September 13th, 20th, 27th, & October 4th

A Celebration of the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th Sundays after Pentecost
A Penitential Order: Rite Two
Officiant
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen.
The officiant reads the following sentence from Holy Scripture
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
1st John 1:8,9
The priest then says:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence
All: Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The officiant stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
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Glory to God in the highest, music © Robert J. Powell
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission, OneLicense.net A-708276

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
September 13th
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may
in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
September 20th
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things heavenly; and even now,
while we are placed among things that are passing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.
September 27th
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of
your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever
and ever. Amen.
October 4th
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more
than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things
of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask,
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
September 13th
September 20th
September 27th
October 4th

A Reading from the Book of Genesis
A Reading from the Book of Jonah
A Reading from the prophet Ezekiel
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah

September 13th

Psalm 103:8-13

Septmeber 20th

Psalm 145:1-8

(50:15-21)
(3:10-4:11)
(18:1-4, 25-32)
(5:1-7)
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September 27th

Psalm 25:1-8

October 4th

Psalm 80:7-14

The Epistle Lessons
September 13th
A Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans
th
September 20
A Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
th
September 27
A Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians
th
October 4
A Reading from St. Paul’s Letter to the Philippians

(14:1-12)
(1:21-30)
(2:1-13)
(3:4b-14)
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September 13th

Sequence Hymn

September 20th

Sequence Hymn
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September 27th

October 4th

Sequence Hymn

Sequence Hymn
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Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. ________.
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
September 13th
September 20th
September 27th
October 4th

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (18:21-35)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (20:1-16)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (21:23-32)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew (21:33-46)

After the Gospel, the Reader says The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon
The Nicene Creed
Let us stand together as we affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People, according to the form of St. Francis’ Intercessions

In the midst of violence and fear throughout the world, let us pray to our heavenly Father, using the intercessions of
blessed Francis of Assisi, who also lived in violent and fearful times, and confronted the darkness with prayers for peace:
Intercessor: Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
We pray for your one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church, including all bishops and other
ministers―lay and ordained―whom we remember at this time. (The people may add intercessions.)
May we proclaim by word and example the Good News of your love for the world.
People:
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;

where there is injury, let us sow pardon.

We pray for our nation, for those in authority, those who seek authority, and all who are sworn to
serve and protect. May our leaders defend the virtues of liberty and justice for all, and through all
our diversity may we stand united as a beacon of freedom and hope.

People:

Where there is discord, let us sow union.

We pray for the welfare of the world, the great multitude from every tribe and language and people
and nation. We remember all people and places broken by war, poverty, disease, and environmental
degradation, including those whom we remember at this time. (The people may add intercessions.)
In Christ, you were reconciling this broken world to yourself,

People:

So, where there is doubt, let us sow faith;
where there is despair, let us sow hope.

We pray for the concerns of our local community, as we remember all who suffer or find
themselves in any need or trouble, including any whom we name at this time, either silently or
aloud. (The people may add intercessions.) May we reach forth our own hearts and hands in love.

People:

Where there is darkness, let us shine light.

Finally, we pray for all who have died, including any whom we name at this time, either silently or
aloud. (The people may add intercessions.) May they find rest in the arms of your mercy, and may their
loved ones find peace and comfort in the hope of the resurrection.

People:

Where there is sadness, let us share joy.

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
People:
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
People:
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
People:
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
The officiant invites the people to pray the Lord’s Prayer.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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September 13th

Closing Hymn

September 20th

Closing Hymn
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September 27th

Closing Hymn

October 4th

Closing Hymn
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The Blessing
The Dismissal
Priest:
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please remember those in our parish who have asked for our prayers
Anna McLean Carter
Betsy Cummings
Ann Edwards
Genie Garrett
Joy Haas
John Ice
Carol Joy
Dick Kirkman
Shirley Kline

Janice Lumpkin
Katherine Lumpkin-Leech
Faye Miller
Richard Myers
Bobbie Nichols
Nancy Roush
Sara Ruggles
Ron Shabel
Ruthie Speed

Carol Stephan
Allison Tillinghast
Martin Tillinghast
Frances Weaver
Ric Webb
Nancy Wedlake
Sandy Wells
Denise Wilkerson
Nancy Winborne

Dave Wyland
Kay Wyland
Sue Havens

Please remember family members related to our parishioners
Jim Medford- father of Suzann Adams
Evelyn Goers – mother-in-law of Lucy Allen
Kristine Drinnon – daughter of Suzanne Brehm
Marie Sheley – sister of Sue Bunnell
Bill & Frieda Creasman – parents of Debbie Cannada
Misty Carter – sister of Debbie Cannada
Baby Joey & Family – known to Debbie Cannada
Glen Cheek – father of Jason Cheek
David Ferguson – father of Catherine Conger
Ana Barreto-relation of Leslie Cook
Alexis Augustine – granddaughter of Faye Dawkins
Sherry Burgage – daughter of Faye Dawkins
Lois Guinto – sister of Tom Durst
Gail Stone – sister of Barbara Ellis
Becki Peterson – sister of Jody Fails
Magnus Farr – son of Chip & Berta Farr
Lars Farr – son of Chip & Berta Farr
Bill & Lynda Fox – in-laws of Jennifer Fox
Laurie Fugitt – daughter – in – law of Dee Fugitt
Sally McKenzie – sister of Dee Fugitt
Leah Fugitt – daughter of Dee Fugitt
Sarah & Bryan Boehm- children of Mike Gaines
Pia Orgiazzi- sister of Franca George
Al Goodman – brother of Gil Goodman
Theron C. Gore – Jackson & Caden Gore’s grandfather
Sylvia Shutts-sister-in-law of Sally & Pete Hansen
Michael Morgan – nephew of Bill Hartzell
Nigel Goulding – brother-in-law of Loretta Hartzell
Norma Havens – little sister of Marv Havens
Gordon Althoff – cousin of Marv Havens
Carolyn Keever – sister of Bill Hawkins
Ellen Gastrup – relative of James & Brita Hoskinson
Lynn Werdal—sister of Sandy McKenna

Nicole M. Poole – daughter of Sharon & Fred Kruse
Jenkins Lumpkin – niece of Janice Lumpkin
Cody Leech – son of Katherine Lumpkin-Leech
Tim Webb – father of Chris Martinez
Shelby McDonald – granddaughter of Janet McDonald
Sharen McKenna – daughter of Sandy McKenna
Lynn Werdal-sister of Sandy McKenna
Pam Elwell – sister of Littlejohn McSwain
David Murphree – stepson of Kimberly Murphree
Caldwell Murray – son of Sarah Murray
Stuart Neal – son of Tina & Larry Neal
Elizabeth Norris – daughter of Ron & Barbara Plemmons
David Norris – son-in-law of Ron & Barbara Plemmons
Abbas Rangwalla-father of Akil Rangwalla
Susan Remick – sister of Marty Remick
Theresa Remick – daughter of Linda & Marty Remick
Frank Card Sr. – stepfather of David Rhodes
Louise Miller – mother of Larry Riley
Barbara Price – sister of Tom Robinson
Blake Hendrick-granddaughter of Gale & Nancy Roush
Scott Shook – son of BJ Shook
Stan Gaines-relative of Art & Alice Slayton
Paige Osbon-relation of Gale & Sunny Tieder
Bob & Nancy Butler – family of Allison Tillinghast
Hannah Tillinghast – niece of Allison & Martin Tillinghast
The McDonald Family – cousins of Ed & Martha Venters
Julee McDonald – cousin of Ed Venters
Aden Gilliam – great nephew of Louisa & John Wagoner
Geoff Gilbert-son-in-law of Sandy & Judy Wells
Joan Wilkerson – mother of Tim Wilkerson
Jaclynn Wilkerson-daughter of Tim & Denise Wilkerson
Hilarie Glascow Hawkins – sister-in-law of Lynn Woodman
Barbara Yochum – mother of Hugh Yochum
Sac

12

Your Gifts to St. Peter’s are making a big difference!
Thank you for your steadfast support for St. Peter’s during these very challenging times. Your gifts sustain
our ministries, and your generosity is enabling us to continue being generous in the various ways we offer
assistance to people who are particularly vulnerable in times like these. God bless you.
We have introduced some new ways of giving to make it as convenient as possible for our parishioners, as
well as those who are visiting our parish during our online liturgies.
1. The most convenient and often free method of making either regular gifts or a one-time gift is to
contact your bank and set up their free ‘Bill Pay’ or ‘Automatic Draft’ service. They will mail
a check to St. Peter’s which clearly identifies you as the donor so we can keep your records current.
2. You may use the attached envelope which involves just the cost of a stamp. (Do not mail cash.)
3. You may now make a donation using a credit card or debit card. Go to www.stpetersgreenville.org
and you will find a link for online giving under the ‘quick links’ section on the right side of the page
or under the ‘Giving’ button on the top right of our home page. Online giving involves a fee of
about 3%. Our provider will ask if you want to ‘round up’ your donation or not.
4. You may also make an online credit or debit card donation by texting the word ROCK to 73256, or
REALM. (We selected St. Peter’s nickname ‘ROCK’ in order to be memorable, and the text
number just happens to spell ‘realm’.) Your text will launch our secure online giving platform.
5. Scams using email and texts are widespread during these difficult times.
*** IGNORE ANY REQUEST FOR A DONATION OR A GIFT CARD that appears to
come directly from Furman or Marie (or anyone else).
We will never solicit you by email or text for anything of value.
Make your gifts payable ONLY to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church.

St. Peter’s ministry depends upon $7,000 per month in plate offerings, over and above the generous
pledges which many of our parishioners make and honor each year. If you are not already honoring a
pledge to St. Peter’s, would you please consider making a donation toward this “plate offering” this month?
Thank you again for your generosity. We need everyone’s support in these challenging times.

Do you need a little gift to ease a hardship?
If you are experiencing a financial hardship, please contact St. Peter’s clergy for a confidential conversation.
Several St. Peter’s members have donated funds to the clergy discretionary fund specifically for the purpose of
helping fellow parishioners who are suffering from this current financial crisis.
Furman and Marie are able to offer several generous grants right now to parishioners who are struggling
financially as a result of the economic devastation. It can be difficult to say, “I need some help” which is
why our conversation and response will remain confidential. 864-268-7280.
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Here is how you can connect with us for…
Worship & Prayer:
Our outdoor services have space for up to 24 households (singles, couples, or families with children) every
Sunday morning—8:30 and 10:30. Pre-registration is required so we can ensure we have room for
everyone. Either register online through my weekly email or www.stpetersgreenville.org or by calling the
parish office at 864-268-7280.
Be sure to read the guidelines before you arrive. Everyone remains masked and socially distanced while on
campus, and the consecrated bread is never touched by anyone not wearing gloves before being distributed
to each household’s table for the people to receive.
Our weekly service of Sunday Lessons & Prayers is accessible on either Facebook or YouTube.
• The Facebook Premier begins at 10:25 a.m.
https://www.facebook.com/pg/StPeters.GreenvilleSC/videos
• The YouTube premier begins at 10:45 a.m. Find this link on our web site: www.stpetersgreenville.org
(Both of these videos remain available throughout the following week!)
Christian Education:
We may be offering various Christian education options for children, youth, and adults this fall, AND we
also want to encourage you to sign up for “This is NOT Sunday School!”
This is NOT Sunday School is a free, intergenerational learning experience, perfect for families and
individuals of all ages that will launch weekly, starting September 16th. (You can register now.)
Each week’s session features video teaching by a professional from the Christian formation network,
Forma, as well as downloadable lessons, readings, and engagement opportunities for all ages. The
curriculum is from ‘Exploring the Bible’ by Forward Movement and instructors include well known
Christian educators from all over The Episcopal Church.
You may type this link: https://www.churchnext.tv/library/this-is-not-sunday-school/169476/path/ or find it and
click on it from the home page of our web site, www.stpetersgreenville.org
Giving & Service
You may drop off non-perishable food items in the plastic
bins under the covered drive-through in our front parking lot.
We deliver these items to United Ministries. Their ‘most
wanted’ list is included here to the right:
Some of you may also want to donate frozen food—casseroles
or other creations for our parish freezer. These items must be
labeled and in non-returnable containers. Since our meal
teams are not actively making home visits/deliveries right
now, your gifts to our freezer will be delivered by our clergy to
families within our parish who may benefit from not having to
prepare a meal, following a health or other crisis.
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Other News
SPY (St. Peter’s Youth)
The Return of SPY is coming! We
will be having SPY meetings on
Sunday evenings again, with masks
and distance, but also with dinner,
games, fellowship, and joy! We will
be meeting in Segars Pavilion at
5:00 pm on Sunday afternoons to
gather as a youth community like
we always have. We do ask
everyone to RSVP so we can order
you some dinner! Throughout the
fall, we will also have some online activities and outings, and we will be participating in the Fourth Sunday
Family Fundays! Also, stay tuned for a special kickoff for the new school year- coming soon to a porch
near you! Contact Laura Lipscomb if you would like to be getting youth mailings and information.
St. Peter’s Children and their Families
Beginning this week, you can expect an email through which you can access a special children’s bulletin
insert and coloring pages for each Sunday’s readings. We want to support our parents’ desire to spend
quality time with their children, exploring Bible stories together.
Along these lines, be on the lookout for a special gift of family encouragement and support! We
understand the uncertainty, fatigue, and disconnection our children and parents are experiencing with
school in a time of pandemic. We will equip you with resources for school and for daily and weekly prayer
to help you run the race that is set before us!

A new columbarium is coming to an expanded Garden of Remembrance.
The original Columbarium behind St. Peter’s altar was built and installed in 1996 and contains 52 niches.
In 2006, the columbarium at St. Francis Episcopal Church was moved to St. Peter’s and installed in the
Garden of Remembrance when St. Francis closed. This outdoor columbarium contains 32 niches.
Over the years, due to escalating costs for caskets and cemetery burial plots, many more people have
elected to be cremated. St. Peter’s has seen an increase in niche reservations in recent years, and both
columbaria are nearly at full capacity. In conjunction with the renovation/addition plans for St. Peter’s, on
July 30, 2018, the Columbarium Committee met to discuss and plan for a new Columbarium.
At the vestry’s most recent meeting on August 10, 2020, they voted to move forward with the
Columbarium Project. The site is an expanded area of the Garden of Remembrance and includes a new,
90-niche columbarium, a patio area with benches, an expanded garden perimeter with matching fencing,
and landscaping by the Grounds Committee.
If you would like to see the area, drive to the back of the church. You will see grade stakes and string lines
representing the fence, and white lines on the ground representing the patio and “L” shaped columbarium.
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Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of our faith…
–Hebrews 12:1-2

16

